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We’ve got about 45 minutes so here’s the plan*.

1. Why this session exists ...
2. Jargon
3. Finding Modules
4. Localhost, VCS and testing
5. Firehose
6. Community
7. Q & A

* Subject to change without notice.
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Google is your friend.

There’s a module for that ...
and it’s probably called views.

Copy & Paste ... it’s open source!

If you’ve only got 5 minutes
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You Don’t Know
What You Don’t Know

And a lot of times that’s the hardest part.
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Learn the Jargon
Your chances of finding the bathroom are much 
better when you know how to ask where it is.
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  ore and      ontrib
I extended Drupal core using a module from contrib.
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Nodes, and Entities, and Fields oh my!

ode

And Content Types, Bundles and Instances galore.
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Secondary page content, or a really 
really simple layout tool?

locks
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Module’s extend Drupal’s core
functionality by implementing hooks.

odules
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heme

Provide the look, feel, and UX for your site.
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ath
The configurable portion of the URL of any 

given page in Drupal.

http://example.com/node/123

http://example.com/contact
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okens
Like [variables] for your user 

entered text.
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chx, xjm, sun ...

RC

Internet Relay Chat
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There’s about 1.6 billion modules
here’s how you find the ones that 

don’t suck.

Name that Module
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#1: Ask someone you trust
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#2: Search drupal.org and order by 
most installed. Popular modules tend

to be popular because they work.
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#3: Sometimes the best solution is 
3 modules not the one behemoth 

that appears to do it all already.
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#4: Just download and
test some modules.
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Please, for the love of all 
that you hold dear in this 
world, and any other world 
for that matter, pretty 
please, with cherries and 
whip cream on on top. Do 
your testing on a 
development environment.

Love,
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LAMP / MAMP / WAMP

http://localhost/

Acquia Dev-Desktop
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If only we could go back in time ...
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Ready to install that module you just found?
There’s a right place and wrong place to put it.

sites/all/modules & sites/all/themes
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There is no harm in missing a point release
as long as you understand what you’re missing.

Remember to turn on update notifications

http://drupal.org/mailing-lists

@drupalsecurity

Keeping your code up-to-date
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Point release upgrades 
are not rocket surgery.
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Multi-site seems like a really 
good idea but understand the 

implications it has on upgrades 
before you go that route.
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You don’t have to test everything
just the things that have to work

Testing Is Important
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http://seleniumhq.org/
Selenium

http://drupal.org/simpletest/
Drupal / SimpleTest

http://casperjs.org/
CasperJS
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Do not do your testing as User One
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Version Control is actually really easy.
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PHP Learn some.
You don’t need to be

an expert, but it’ll help a lot to have
a basic understanding.
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After you learn PHP, stay far
far away from PHP.module
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Don’t. Hack. Core.
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Read and understand theme()
and the related workflow.
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Filters affect permissions
And poor permissions can lead to security threats

To the point that you won’t be able to 
edit a node that you created and it’ll 

be really confusing.

Monday, August 20, 12



Run Cron
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Automation
and automating your automation
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Drush
Command Line Everything
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root$ drush dl views devel
Project views (7.x-3.x-dev) downloaded to                  [success]
/Users/jeff/platforms/d7-a6/sites/a.d7.dev/modules/views.
Project devel (7.x-1.0-beta2) downloaded to                [success]
/Users/jeff/platforms/d7-a6/sites/a.d7.dev/modules/devel.
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root$ drush en views devel
The following projects will be enabled: views, devel
Do you really want to continue? (y/n): y
views was enabled successfully.                                 [ok]
devel was enabled successfully.                                 [ok]
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root$ drush status
 Drupal version                :  7.0-alpha6                                     
 Site URI                      :  http://a.d7.dev                                
 Database driver               :  mysql                                          
 Database hostname             :  localhost                                      
 Database name                 :  site_203                                       
 Database                      :  Connected                                      
 Drupal bootstrap              :  Successful                                     
 Drupal user                   :  Anonymous                                      
 PHP configuration             :  /private/etc/php.ini                           
 Drupal root                   :  /Users/jeff/platforms/d7-a6                    
 Site path                     :  sites/a.d7.dev                                 
 File directory path           :  sites/a.d7.dev/files                           
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root$ drush cache-clear all
'all' cache was cleared                                    [success]
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my_feature.module

Features / Exportables / CMI
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my_feature.module

Fields

Settings Views

Panels

FlagsBlocksContent
Types ImageCache

Roles
Otters
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Resources there are so many places
to get information. These are the ones

I use and like.
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http://api.drupal.org/
http://groups.drupal.org/
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Books. Drupal.org can be 
overwhelming and un-focused. A 
good book can bring focus to a 

specific topic.
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The Drupal Ladder
http://drupalladder.org
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http://drupal.org/planet

Read this page regularly.
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Examples Project
http://drupal.org/project/examples
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Come for the code, stay for the community
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It’s open-source. You would be amazed at 
what you can learn from copy & paste ....
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Contribute.
Create a patch and learn by doing.
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Attend the Sprints on Friday
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Attend local user groups and teach
others what you already know.
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There is no magic.
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Thanks.

?
@eojthebrave • Lullabot • Drupalize.Me
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